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Overview

Policies for Membership in the West Bloomfield High School Bands

The student and parent must agree to the following policies if they expect continued enrollment in our program:

• The student will promote pride in each member of the ensemble including him/herself by preparing properly for rehearsal, wearing uniforms as instructed, maintaining our facilities and equipment, and participating fully in clean-up and moving of equipment without being asked.

• The student will not allow our rehearsal or performance schedule to be an excuse for incomplete school work, nor will school work be an acceptable excuse for missing rehearsals or performances.

• The student will not allow a job or other out of school activities to be an excuse for missing rehearsals or performances. Conflicts with school activities may be approved on an individual basis if the student receives prior approval from the band director.

• The student will participate in all performances of the ensemble. Repeated absences from rehearsals or an absence from a performance will lead to dismissal from the ensemble.

• The student will promote the safety and welfare of each member of the ensemble including him/herself by being responsible, cautious, and using reasonable behavior, including following all of the school rules contained in the code of conduct.

• The student will be responsible for their personal belongings and will not bring valuables to rehearsal or a performance even if locked in the instrument locker.  Food, drinks, or gum will also not be brought into the rehearsal or performance areas.

• The student who has difficulty with any of these policies will be dealt with according to district policy, and can expect to lose the privilege to participate in the band program.

Curricular Opportunities

6th Grade Varsity Band

6th Grade Varsity Band offers all interested students the opportunity to learn to play a band instrument, and to perform in a team based band environment.  A wide variety of music is studied. Maintaining membership requires continued effort, interest and proper deportment. Performances are a logical outgrowth and include concerts, recitals and appearances within the community where appropriate.

WHO – Students who would like to learn to play a band instrument.
WHAT – 6th Grade Varsity Band is the preparatory class for 7th Grade Concert Band.

WHEN – 6th Grade Varsity Band is part of the regular school curriculum, and meets during a scheduled class time.  Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required.

UNIFORM - Each student must provide their own uniform consisting of black pants or skirt, black belt, dress black shoes, black socks or hose and a white dress shirt. 

7th Grade Concert Band

7th Grade Concert Band offers all interested students with one year of experience on a band instrument an opportunity to perform.  A wide variety of music is studied. Maintaining membership requires continued effort, interest and proper deportment. Performances are a logical outgrowth and include concerts, solos, ensembles, recitals and appearances within the community where appropriate.

WHO – Students with one year of experience on a band instrument.
WHAT – 7th Grade Concert Band is the preparatory class for 8th Grade Symphony Band.

WHEN – 7th Grade Concert Band is part of the regular school curriculum, and meets during a scheduled class time. Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required.

UNIFORM - Each student must provide their own uniform consisting of black pants or skirt, black belt, dress black shoes, black socks or hose and a white dress shirt. 

8th Grade Symphony Band

8th Grade Symphony Band offers all interested students with two years of experience playing a band instrument an opportunity to perform.  A wide variety of music is studied. Maintaining membership requires continued effort, interest and proper deportment. Performances are a logical outgrowth and include concerts, festivals, solos, ensembles, recitals and appearances within the community where appropriate.

WHO – Students with two years of experience playing a band instrument.
WHAT – 8th Grade Symphony Band is the preparatory class for admission into the high school band program.
WHEN – 8th Grade Symphony Band is part of the regular school curriculum, and meets during a scheduled class time. Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required.

UNIFORM - Each student must provide their own uniform consisting of black pants or skirt, black belt, dress black shoes, black socks or hose and a white dress shirt. 

Wind Ensemble 

Wind Ensemble offers all interested students with an intermediate degree of proficiency on a band instrument an opportunity to perform. A wide variety of music is studied with an emphasis on chamber music. Maintaining membership requires continued effort, interest and proper deportment. Performances are logical outgrowth and include concerts, festivals, solos, ensembles, recitals and appearances within the community where appropriate.

WHO – Students with an intermediate degree of proficiency.  Admission is by audition.

WHAT – Wind Ensemble is the preparatory class for admission into the Symphony Band.

WHEN - Wind Ensemble is part of the regular school curriculum, and meets during a scheduled class time. Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required.

UNIFORM - Each student will be issued a concert uniform. Each student must provide dress black shoes and black socks or hose. A uniform contract and maintenance fee is required.

Symphony Band 

Audition and approval by instructor, Symphony Band is a study of advanced integrated instrumental music.  The integrated music curriculum teaches technical, resume, listening, translated, analytical and performance skills for literature in historical and multi-cultural context. Symphony Band offers all interested students who play wind and percussion instruments an opportunity to study and perform a wide variety of music. Maintaining membership requires continued effort, interest and proper deportment. Performances are logical outgrowth and include concerts, festivals, solos, ensembles, recitals and appearances within the community where appropriate.  Also where appropriate, the band may give a spring concert tour.

WHO – Students with an advanced degree of proficiency.  Admission is by audition.

WHAT - This is the premier concert ensemble of the West Bloomfield Band Department.

WHEN - Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required.

UNIFORM - Each student will be issued a concert uniform. Each student must provide dress black shoes and black socks or hose.  A uniform contract and maintenance fee is required.

Audition Information

All students who wish to participate in the West Bloomfield band program will be placed in an ensemble based on the recommendation of their current band teacher.  Any student who wishes to audition for a higher ensemble than they are placed in may do so.  Current high school students are responsible for signing up for an audition time in the high school band room. Current 8th grade students will need to contact Mr. Ebert and/or Mr. Figlewicz to set up an audition.  The audition is a standard format. Students will be asked to play a selection of scales, sight-reading, and a prepared piece of their choosing that showcases their skill level. You may get a copy of the scale sheet from your teacher.

Tips for a successful audition:

1.
Practice hard, thorough preparation is the best cure for nervousness.

2.
Leave yourself plenty of time to warm up in a relaxed manner. You don’t want to fly into the audition room at the last minute.

3.
Play the scales only as fast as you can play accurately. Slower and more accurate is better than faster and less accurate.

4.
Remember to bring to the audition your signed application (signed by you and your parent).  You will not be allowed to audition without it.

Extracurricular Opportunities

Middle School Jazz Band
This class meets after regular school hours.  Concurrent enrollment in one of the concert ensembles is required for brass, woodwinds, and percussionists. There will be many performance opportunities thought the year.
WHO - Any student who is interested in exploring improvisational jazz styles.  Admission is by audition.

WHAT - The Jazz Ensemble meets after school beginning in late November through the end of the school year. Performances include school concerts as well as other events such as pep rallies and special school events to feature the group. 

WHEN - Rehearsals are in the band room after school, and are usually held on Monday and Wednesday.  Attendance at rehearsals and performances is required.

UNIFORM - Each student must provide black pants, black socks or hose and dress black shoes.  The top will depend on the performance. No jewelry.

High School Jazz Band

This class meets after regular school hours.  Concurrent enrollment in one of the concert ensembles is required for brass, woodwinds, and percussionists. There will be many performance opportunities thought the year.

WHO - Any student who is interested in exploring improvisational jazz styles.  Admission is by audition.

WHAT - The Jazz Ensemble meets after school beginning in late November through the end of the school year. Performances include school concerts as well as other events such as pep rallies and special school events to feature the group. 

WHEN - Rehearsals are in the band room after school, and are usually held on Monday and Wednesday.  Attendance at rehearsals and performances is required.

UNIFORM - Each student must provide black pants, black socks or hose and dress black shoes.  The top will depend on the performance. No jewelry.

Solo and Ensemble Festivals

District Solo and Ensemble Festival

WHAT - The District Festival is sponsored by the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association (MSBOA).

WHO - Only current MSBOA schools are eligible to participate. All students who are regularly enrolled in a band program are eligible to perform in the District Solo and Ensemble Festival.  A student is limited to performing in three events. If a student enters more than one solo, the solos must be played on different instruments. All events must be accompanied if an accompaniment is written. In any ensemble, all parts must be played.

SCORING - Each soloist and ensemble event will provide the adjudicator with a copy of the score with each measure numbered. Each performance is rated. Ratings range from Division I, representing an excellent rating, through 
Division V, representing an inadequate rating.  The performance time must be between two and five minutes in length.

COST - There is a nominal charge for each performance. The District determines the fees for the Festival. A solo performance costs approximately $10. A duet costs approximately $8 per participant. A trio and larger group costs approximately $7 per participant.  There will be no refunds for cancelled events.

WHEN - The District Solo and Ensemble Festival is held at a local high school in the beginning of February.

State Solo and Ensemble Festival

WHAT - The State Festival is sponsored by the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association (MSBOA).

WHO - Only current MSBOA schools are eligible to participate, and this festival is only open to high school students.  All students who receive a Division I rating at District Solo and Ensemble Festival are eligible to participate in the State Solo and Ensemble Festival.

SCORING - Each soloist and ensemble event will provide the adjudicator with a copy of the score with each measure numbered. Each performance is rated. Ratings range from Division I, representing an excellent rating, through Division V, representing an inadequate rating.  The performance time must be between two and five minutes in length.

COST - There is a nominal charge for each performance. The State determines the fees for the Festival.  A 9th grade solo costs approximately $15.  A 10th, 11th or 12th grade solo costs approximately $21.  A duet costs approximately $8 per participant. A trio and larger group costs approximately $6 per participant.  There will be no refunds for cancelled events.

WHEN  - The State Solo and Ensemble Festival is held at an area school, usually in late March.

**An outstanding performance at State Solo and Ensemble Festival can lead to the honor of assignment in the Michigan All State Band or an invitation to audition for concerto competition.

Marching Band
Many students hold the opinion that of all of our ensembles, Marching Band is the most "fun."  It is also the singular opportunity in our department for a student at any ability level to perform with the best students in the program.  Marching band is intended for all high school students who have experience on wind or percussion instruments and are enrolled in a band class. Students who do not play an instrument but wish to pursue dance and movement may become a member of the Color Guard. 

Concurrent enrollment in one of the band classes is required except for Color Guard. This band will perform at all home football games, the Homecoming parade, and several marching band competitions. 

Color Guard

Any student who wants to march, spin a flag and dance. Some experience in dance is helpful but not required. Admission is by audition.  Color Guard is a visual ensemble which plays an integral part of the Marching Band shows. It is a combination of flag spinning maneuvers, marching and dancing to the marching band music.

General Information 

Rehearsals

Rehearsals are at the High School Tuesday through Thursday from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.  They will be held indoors or outdoors, weather permitting.

On Saturday’s (competition days), the band will rehearse.  The schedule will be announced in advance by the Marching Band Director.

Marching Band Sectionals are scheduled practice sessions for designated sections of the band (percussion, color guard, brasses, woodwinds).  Times will be announced in advance by the section leader.

Uniforms

Band - Each student will be issued: hat and plume, jacket, pants, gloves, rain coat and garment bag.  Students will have to purchase marching band shoes* at an approximate cost of $35. 

Color Guard - The costume is determined by the show for the season. The final decision for the costume is made by the Marching Band Director. The student must buy guard shoes* that are approximately $35. Each student must provide socks and hose, make-up, and hair accessories.

*Fitting time for shoes is usually done at band camp since the shoes are mail ordered.

Students will not be allowed to march unless in complete uniform!

**No food or drinks (except water) may be consumed while in uniform!!

Additional Uniform Information
Each student will be responsible for providing their own black socks. It is recommended that an extra pair of socks be tucked in with their uniform. Safety pins come in handy for a ripped hem or a lost button. Any hair longer than collar length must be put up.

Students should dress under their uniforms according to the weather. In warm weather, students wear shorts and their Marching Band T-shirt under their uniform. In cooler weather, students may wear long underwear (and thick socks) under their uniforms to stay warm.
Accessories and flags for the Color Guard will be purchased by the Band Boosters. 

Marching Band Camp

WHAT
 - Band Camp is a very important aspect of the Marching Band Program and is required for each Marching Band member. Time is spent under intensive instruction and supervision laying the foundation of the performance program.

WHEN - Band camp is held in August, several weeks before school begins. Band Camp is an overnight camp, and runs for about a week. Students will take a school bus to camp and will be picked up by parents on the last day of camp after the show.  Parents are encouraged to come watch the show.

WHERE - The current location for Band Camp is Camp Copneconic in Fenton, Michigan.

WHO - All students participating in the marching band program (including Color Guard) must attend Band Camp.

COST - The cost for participation in the Marching Band Program is determined each year based on the costs from the camp.  Each additional family member is at a reduced rate.  The cost for camp will be given at an informational meeting.

Students have many opportunities throughout the school year (through various fund-raisers) to earn student credits to help defray this cost. In addition, financial assistance is available through the BBAWB (Band Booster Association of West Bloomfield).

Marching Band Pre–Band Camp

WHAT
 - Pre-Band Camp is several weeks of rehearsals to start learning the performance program.  

WHO - All marching band members (including color guard) must attend.

WHEN - Pre-Band Camp is held before Marching Band Camp.  Rehearsal are from 9AM-4PM on weekdays in August.

WHERE - Pre-Band Camp is held at WBHS.

Football Game Days (for Marching Band Students)

WHAT
 - Students will not practice on these days however, students may stay after school to practice individually or with their section.  Students are responsible for eating on their own.  The Marching Band Director will announce any changes to the schedule in advance.
WHERE - Before the game begins (around 6:00 p.m.), the student must be in full uniform, get their instruments ready, and assemble outside in block formation ready to march onto the football field. Full uniform, except gloves and hat, must be kept on throughout the entire football game unless specifically directed by the Band Director. The band will sit at the far end of the “home” bleacher section (closest to the scoreboard) during the game.  Students may not leave the bleacher section without permission from the Band Director.

*No food or drink (except water) may be consumed while in uniform.

WHEN - The marching band plays the school fight song as the football players run onto the field and the National Anthem before each home game. They perform a half-time show.  The band marches off the field in block formation at the end of the game, usually around 10:00 p.m.

*All marching band students must stay until the end of the game, unless prior arrangements are made with the Band Director.

Marching Band Competitions (Invitationals)

WHO - All members of the Marching Band including Color Guard.
WHAT
 - The Invitational is a marching band competition that is hosted by participating high schools.  The schools are divided into flights (I, II, III, and IV), according to the number of students enrolled in the school (not the number of students enrolled in the band program). West Bloomfield High School is in Flight I, which is the largest flight.  Each band is judged on: Best Music, Best Marching, and Best General Effect. Judging is a complicated business. What may excite an audience may not be a detail the judge is looking for. Crowd pleasers such as balloons, lights, and cute costumes are not an objective measure of competence, and will not influence the band's overall rating.
WHERE - The competition is held on the football field of the host school. There is an admission fee at the field for parents and friends. Students can purchase advance tickets for friends and family from designated Band Boosters. Programs are available for purchase at each Invitational. Many students like to collect them, and they are handy for keeping scores.  Entry to the viewing stands is only allowed in between performances. The band will be centered at the 50 yard line, facing the “home” stands. The Invitational is called off only for thunder and lightning. Fall weather in Michigan means cold temperatures and frequent down pours. Rain gear and warm clothing is recommended.
WHEN - The competitions will be held starting in September and ending in late October, early November. Most competitions are held on Saturdays.  The schedule will be announced by the Marching Band Director in advance.

HOW - The band will practice at WBHS prior to leaving for the scheduled competition.  Students practice in street clothes. Students will either change into their uniforms before leaving for the competition, or they will take their uniforms with them (to be determined by the Band Director).
RIDES - All marching band students ride designated school busses with the group to and from competitions.  Chaperones are provided by the Band Boosters.

MEALS - Lunch and dinner is the responsibility of each student. Competition days are long and unpredictable.  Always pack a sack lunch and dinner, as delays can happen and there may not be time to buy food.  Always bring a large water bottle. Students need to drink large amounts of water to avoid becoming dehydrated. Plan ahead!
SNACKS - Students are encouraged to bring snacks, but keep in mind they may not be consumed on the bus or while in uniform.  

MCBA STATE FINALS – We must qualify to perform at MCBA’s State Finals.  The top ten bands in each flight attend.  The event is held at Ford Field, Detroit on a Saturday (late October, early November).  This event is exciting and rewarding for the students.

BOA GRAND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP – This is the final performance of the marching band season.  Ninety of the finest marching bands from across the country compete to be named national champion.  The event is held at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana in mid-November.  The cost and dates of the trip will be announced at the April Informational Marching Band Meeting.  
West Bloomfield Marching Band Invitational

WHAT
 - This is our largest fund-raiser of the year. Every year, we expect to host anywhere from 25-30 marching bands at our Invitational. That translates to 5,000+ students and spectators!

WHO - All parents of marching band students are expected to help with the Invitational! It takes many hands to run this event. There are a number of jobs from which you may choose. Students are also expected to assist with the preparation and clean up.

Committee formation begins in the spring. Committees include:

-advertisement, publicity

-ad sales for programs

-program printing

-food sales

-program sales, ticket sales

-money and judge runners

-parking

-directional signs for distant schools

-setup and clean up

-band check in

-pit crew

-gate control

-raffle

WHERE - The West Bloomfield Invitational is held on the West Bloomfield football field. There is an admission fee at the field. Entry to the viewing stand is only allowed in between performances.  The West Bloomfield Invitational is called off only for thunder and lightening. Fall weather in Michigan means cold temperatures and frequent down pours. Rain gear and warm clothing is recommended.

WHEN - The Invitational is generally scheduled on a Saturday. The event may be an afternoon or evening event. Students and parents begin major preparation the night before and complete the preparation early Saturday morning.

WHY - Hosting the Invitational is one of the BBAWB’s largest fund raisers. It clearly requires help from all students and parents to be successful.

Winter Color Guard

This group continues where Marching Band leaves off in the fall. Routines are designed for indoor performance in a high school gymnasium. Previous participation in the fall Color Guard is not required. This group will perform in several competitions, including State finals.

WHO - Any student who wants to march, spin a flag and dance. Some experience in dance is helpful but not required. Admission is by audition.

WHAT
 - It is a combination of flag spinning maneuvers, marching and dancing to music.

WHERE - The Color Guard performs at a number of competitions.

WHEN - The season begins after marching band season, and lasts through early spring.  Rehearsals are two weekdays in the evening and Saturday. The competitions are held on Saturdays. Competitions usually take up the entire day, and may go into the evening hours. Transportation to and from competitions is your responsibility.

COST - The cost for participation in the Winter Colorguard is determined each year based on the costs for uniforms, props, and instructors.  
UNIFORM - The costume is determined by the show for that season. The final decision for the costume is made by the Band Director. The student will be issued a basic black uniform. Accessories and flags will be purchased by the Band Boosters. The student must buy guard shoes that are approximately $25-$30. Each student must provide socks and hose, make-up, and hair accessories.

Winter Drumline

As in Winter Color Guard, this group continues where Marching Band leaves off in the fall.  Selections are designed for indoor performance in a high school gymnasium. Previous enrollment in the Drumline of the Marching Band is not required. This group will perform in several competitions. Other performance opportunities depend on the will and ability of the group.

WHO - Students interested in percussion instruments.

WHAT
 - The winter drumline is a unique musical ensemble that consists of percussion instruments only. Practice is two to three times per week. Competitions are held on Saturdays or Sundays.

WHEN - The season begins after marching band season, and lasts through early spring. The competitions are held on Saturdays. Competitions usually take up the entire day, and may go into the evening hours. Transportation to and from competitions is your responsibility.

COST - The cost for participation in the Winter Drumline is determined each year based on the costs for uniforms, props, and instructors.  
UNIFORM - The uniform varies according to the show.

West Bloomfield Winter Invitational

WHAT
 - This is one of two of our biggest fund-raisers of the year. Every year, we expect to host anywhere from 30-40 Colorguard and/or Drumline units at our Invitational. That translates to 2,000+ students and spectators!

WHO - All parents of Colorguard and Drumline students are expected to help with the Invitational! It takes many hands to run this event. There are a number of jobs from which you may choose. Students are also expected to assist with the preparation and clean up.

Committee formation begins in the fall. Committees include:

-advertisement, publicity

-ad sales for programs

-program printing

-food sales

-program sales, ticket sales

-money and judge runners

-parking

-directional signs for distant schools

-setup and clean up

-band check in

-gate control

-raffle

WHERE - The West Bloomfield Invitational is held in the West Bloomfield High School gymnasium. There is an admission fee. Entry to the viewing stand is only allowed in between performances.  

WHEN - The Invitational is scheduled on a Saturday or Sunday. The event may be an afternoon or evening event. Students and parents begin major preparation the night before and complete the preparation early Saturday morning.

WHY - Hosting the Winter Invitational is one of the BBAWB’s fund raisers. It clearly requires help from all students and parents to be successful.

Band Booster Association of West Bloomfield (BBAWB)
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WHO - Open to parents and friends of students involved in all West Bloomfield school band programs.

WHAT
 - The Band Booster Association of West Bloomfield is a nonprofit association. The mission of the BBAWB is to provide support for the instrumental music program beyond that provided by the West Bloomfield School District. This physical, financial and moral support is intended to encourage students to achieve their musical potential both individually and collectively.  Funds raised by the BBAWB support all band programs in West Bloomfield.

WHERE - The High School Chapter of the BBAWB holds monthly meetings, usually the first Tuesday of the month at the high school beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The HIGH SCHOOL CHAPTER of the BBAWB is responsible for helping coordinate the events for the High School Bands, to provide support for the instrumental music program beyond that provided by the West Bloomfield School District, as well as fundraising.  The HIGH SCHOOL CHAPTER has a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Student Account Treasurer. They work along with the members of the committees to make sure the various competitions, invitationals and other events run smoothly.

WEBSITE – Information on all the band programs and activities can be found at www.bbawb.org
Band Booster Committees

WHAT
 - There are many opportunities for parental involvement in the many band programs available to the students.

WHERE - Involvement ranges from helping out with a special event the day of the event to working months in advance to organize the event. Parents can get involved from home or in groups. These are the possible committees for parents to choose from:

	-advertising


	-marketing



	-alumni development


	-meals/refreshments



	-audio/recording concerts


	-metalworking



	-baking


	-music library



	-banquet


	-newsletter



	-bylaws/philosophy


	-phone/email fan out



	-chaperones


	-photography



	-community band


	-public relations



	-computing/word processing


	-recording



	-concert series


	-regular nurse



	-construction of sets/props


	-reporting



	-equipment management and handling


	-sewing



	-fundraising


	-transportation



	-graphic artist/page layout


	-uniform management



	-hospitality


	-video



	-invitational


	-web site maintenance
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